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READERS NAME THEIR FAVORITES
FROM BARRELS TO BOTTLES
ou came, you saw, you voted! Yes, the results are
in for Vineyard & Winery Management’s first Best
Wine Industry Suppliers survey. Nearly 700 wine
and grape industry professionals voted in our online
survey, which focused on 13 major categories: Barrels, Corks, Bottles, Alternative Closures, Label Printing, Software, Financial Services, Banks/Lenders, Legal
Services, Nurseries, Tanks, Lab Services and Winemaking Supplies. (We’re planning to expand the survey for
2014, so stay tuned!)
The race was nail-bitingly close in some categories,
but when the final votes were tallied on Feb. 1, the following companies rose to the top. Congratulations to
our winners!
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BEST BARREL SUPPLIER *

BEST ALTERNATIVE CLOSURE SUPPLIER *

SEGUIN MOREAU

Belgian businessman and wine connoisseur Gert Noël
came up with the idea to create an alternative wine closure
after opening several bottles of wine at a family party that
had been ruined by cork taint. Applying more than 40 years
of experience manufacturing products derived from the cellular extrusion of synthetic materials, Noël and his son, Marc,
launched the project in 1993, determined to create a wine closure based on foam extrusion
technology. The team spent six years in research and development before introducing the
first Nomacorc closure in 1999.
Based in Zebulon, N.C., Nomacorc has enlarged its U.S. headquarters to meet demand
and has expanded its global presence by establishing facilities in Belgium, China and most
recently, Argentina. Over the years, Nomacorc's product line has evolved to include a catalog of wine closures, each designed for different winemaking styles, oxygen-management
requirements and shelf-life expectations.
The company strives to provide closures with the best possible wine preservation performance, working with winery clients to find new and better ways to make sure their customers experience each wine as the winemaker intended.
With the help of its academic research partners around the world, Nomacorc has taken
a position at the forefront of oxygen management science. Its latest tools and innovations
were designed to support and serve winemaker intention in pursuit of more consistent and
fault-free wines.
The company’s most recent addition, the Select Series, was created to specifically meet
the complex oxygen management requirements of various wines.

Founded in 1870 and 1838, respectively, the individual Seguin
and Moreau cooperages were joined in 1972 under the auspices of
brandy firm Rémy Martin. In 1986, due to the growth in the California wine market, the cooperage set up full-time representation in the
Napa Valley, and less than a decade later, the Seguin Moreau Napa
Cooperage was established.
The company’s motto, “Inspired by the past, built for the future,”
reflects Seguin Moreau’s philosophy of blending tradition with modern technologies. As L. Seguin Fil said in 1870: “The mechanical
manufacture, by machines equipped with the latest developments, with all work carried
out mathematically, is a perfect complement to handcraft.”
Research is an important element of Seguin Moreau’s product development strategy.
Since the 1980s, Seguin Moreau and the Faculty of Oenology of Bordeaux (known today
as the Institut des Sciences de la Vigne et du Vin University of Bordeaux) have worked
together to research wine-wood interaction, which has revealed information about the
importance of grain tightness, toasting and proactive maturation. The cooperage has since
partnered with universities worldwide to apply results to wineries' barrel programs.
Seguin Moreau Napa Cooperage operates a full-time laboratory on site, and has recently
expanded its research and development team. The company is also committed to sustainability, from forestry management to cooperage practices to producing the CarbonNeutral
line of barrels.
Among the company’s latest product innovations is an expansion of the ICÔNE program, a method of chemical analysis of wood’s extractable substances to identify oenological potential.

BEST CORK SUPPLIER + BEST BOTTLE SUPPLIER *

BEST LABEL PRINTER *

M.A. SILVA USA
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COLLOTYPE LABELS

In 1903, a small print shop took its name from the
best reproduction process of the day, collotype. Since
then, that print shop has grown to become the world's
largest printer of premium labels.
Since printing the first wine and spirit labels in the
1920s, Collotype has driven many of the innovations that have seen labels evolve from a
simple description to “little works of art,” playing a vital role in the marketing mix.
Located in top wine-producing regions around the world – including Napa and Sonoma
– Collotype supports the expanding global wine market, specializing in premium labels for
the wine and spirit industries.
The company’s goal is to achieve the best printing efficiencies while delivering maximum shelf impact. To that end, Collotype has invested in leading-edge print technologies
that allow it to find the right fit for customers’ projects, whether the process is PS or
sheet-fed, flexo, offset or digital.
Collotype has also invested in research and development resulting in proprietary substrates such as Killer White – a white uncoated label paper with special water holdout
retardants for better ice bucket and refrigerator performance – and other print embellishments to deliver the best value for quality.

Sonoma County-based natural cork, glass
and packaging manufacturer M.A. Silva USA
holds the distinction of winning “Best of”
honors in two categories: Best Cork Supplier
and Best Bottle Supplier.
Along with its Portugal-based partner M.A. Silva Corticas, the M.A. Silva family has
a 40-year history of cork production. Vertically integrated from cork forest management
through all aspects of production, M.A. Silva is known as an innovator in cork processing
technology.
M.A. Silva’s cork is sourced from trees under exclusive, long-term grower contracts,
which ensures control and certified quality, from the time the trees are peeled to the delivery of finished corks. A full-service mechanical and organoleptic test lab, housed in the
company’s Santa Rosa-based facility, helps further that level of quality control for North
American customers.
Collaboration between M.A. Silva staff members and researchers across Europe and the
United States has resulted in the development of some of the most technically advanced
cork processing facilities and equipment in use today. The company’s efforts – a combination of forest management, technology, processes and training – have made significant
advances toward eliminating TCA issues, in addition to improving the beauty and performance of its closures.
M.A. Silva also offers a portfolio of glass bottles – the newest addition to the company’s
product line. Offerings include proprietary molds for consistent quality, cork-to-bottle fit
assurance and in-factory quality control, 24/7.
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BEST SOFTWARE SUPPLIER *

BEST BANK/LENDER *

THE WINEMAKER’S DATABASE INC.

Founded in 1983 by winemaker/enologist Dr. James Vahl , The
Winemaker's Database (WMDB) celebrated its 29th anniversary harvest with the 2012 vintage.
The company designs, develops, maintains and supports winery
management and wine production software. Its modular software
suite was created specifically for the wine industry, by wine industry
professionals.
WMDB for Windows was introduced in 1995, and since that time
more than 23 modules have been developed for the standard software.
The software is currently installed on three continents, at wineries
ranging in size from 1,000 cases per year to tens of millions.
The software is available in single-site, enterprise and customized versions, all of which
can be integrated with ERP, financial, other enterprise applications, as well as tank temperature control systems, analytical equipment, weigh stations and bar code equipment.
WMDB was also designed to be flexible, easy to use and cost-effective, and the company prides itself on friendly, responsive and professional customer support.

BEST FINANCIAL SERVICES PROVIDER *

In New York City on March 18, 1852, Henry Wells, William Fargo and
others formed a joint stock company to do banking and express business in faraway California. Wells Fargo & Company’s Express transacted
financial services through the fastest means available -- overseas by sailing ship or steamer, overland by stagecoach, Pony Express and railroad;
and later, electronically by telegraph, radio, telephone and the Internet.
Wells Fargo has been there for miners, merchants, farmers and ranchers
since 1852, and today the company also serves the needs of vintners and grapegrowers.

BEST LEGAL SERVICES PROVIDER *
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CARLE, MACKIE, POWER & ROSS LLP

CMPR

Carle, Mackie, Power & Ross (CMPR) is an
independent law firm based in Santa Rosa, Calif.,
CARLE MACKIE POWER & ROSS LLP
founded on shared principles and values. The
firm’s goal is to find prompt, practical, functional
and creative solutions for its clients, and to communicate in a clear and timely manner, no
matter how complex the subject.
The firm has a passion for the wine industry, and an extensive understanding of and
experience with many of the strategic as well as day-to-day business and regulatory issues
that can arise in the course of business.
The company provides legal advice and assistance to wineries, growers, distributors,
retailers, lenders and investors in many areas, including advertising and labeling, direct
shipment and e-commerce, environmental regulations, grape contracts, mergers and
acquisitions, and more.
CMPR strives to provide clients with clear and prompt communication and to put clients
first, every time.

BPM

As one of the largest accounting and consulting firms
based on the West Coast, BPM has served emerging and
mid-cap businesses as well as high-net-worth individuals
for 27 years. The company’s SEC practice is one of the
largest in the United States, serving public companies
throughout Silicon Valley and across the nation.
BPM’s consultants are accredited turnaround advisors, valuation analysts, forensic accountants, senior appraisers and more. The firm provides a full spectrum of accounting and consulting services for vineyards and wineries,
from the initial setup of accounting systems to cash flow forecasting, bank loan negotiation, business sucession planning, and interim CFO services.
The company’s vineyard team serves the diverse accounting and business consulting
needs of wineries of all sizes, from small negociants to large, fully integrated vineyard and
winery operations.
Rather than providing cookie-cutter solutions, BPM listens to its clients and responds
to their needs, striving to develop effective plans that address both current priorities and
future goals.
With the motto, “Because people matter,” BPM is driven by a practical, can-do, entrepreneurial spirit, and values its staff as individuals – including the aspects that go beyond
balance sheets and tax filings. The company is committed to work-life balance, valuing
diversity, growth opportunities, fostering women’s leadership, a values-driven culture and
social responsibility.
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WELLS FARGO

BEST NURSERY *

NOVAVINE

Novavine was founded in 1996 as a grapevine
nursery devoted to both quality products and service.
With the goal of offering the widest array of
important varietal and clonal selections, Novavine
has strategic partnerships with Vivai Cooperativi Rauscedo (VCR) in Italy, the world’s largest grapevine nursery; Herrick Grapevines, a boutique nursery in St. Helena, Calif., with
access to one of the most sought-after French collections of clones; and Tablas Creek
Nursery in Paso Robles, which offers one of the most comprehensive sources of Rhone
varieties in the United States.
An industry leader in sustainable practices, Novavine implemented the first probiotic
(non-chemical) techniques in 2004 to establish, grow and protect plants using inputs such
as compost teas. Since then, it has developed many non-chemical methods to enhance
plant growth and health in the propagation cycle. The company’s commitment to a non-toxic workplace – one that safeguards air, water, soil, wildlife and employees – is considered
the cornerstone of its sustainable nursery operations.
Novavine’s mission is to offer its customers the highest quality plant material, the best
customer experience and the widest selection of quality varieties and clones. With a company philosophy of “Better viticulture through cooperation,” Novavine values its lasting
relationships with customers.
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BEST TANK SUPPLIER *

SANTA ROSA STAINLESS STEEL

Santa Rosa Stainless Steel (SRSS) was founded
in 1968 by Fred Ferronato, and is now run by his
children, Mark and Michele, and grandchildren.
Since the company’s inception, SRSS has built more
than 25,000 tanks for more than 1,000 wineries and breweries.
SRSS focuses on creating totally custom projects made in the USA, with guaranteed ontime delivery. The company strives to offer complete customer satisfaction with competitive
pricing and expert craftsmanship.
SRSS’s products are waranteed for one year and the company will repair or replace equipment that might fail under normal wear and storage conditions. With proper maintenance
and service, SRSS tanks are made to last a lifetime.

BEST LAB SERVICES PROVIDER *

ETS LABORATORIES

ETS was established in 1978 by Gordon and Marjorie Burns
in the basement of their home. As the wine industry developed in size and complexity, ETS responded by investing in
modern equipment and facilities and hiring highly trained technicians and researchers who share the company’s commitment to value, quality and personal service.
To provide clients with fast, accurate results, ETS has implemented strong quality-control programs. In 1997, it became the first ISO 17025-accredited independent laboratory serving the wine industry. The ISO 17025 standard is different
from most ISO certifications in that it measures performance and competency, not just
record keeping.
The company continues to invest in research and development of new analytical methods, introducing new technologies to the wine industry. ETS also operates on principles of
integrity, innovation and excellence, and takes pride in keeping its promises.

BEST WINEMAKING SUPPLIES PROVIDER *

SCOTT LABORATORIES

Scott Laboratories Inc. (USA) and Scott Laboratories Ltd.
(Canada) trace their common roots to Berkeley Yeast Laboratory in 1933, at the end of American Prohibition. Berkeley
Yeast was founded with the mission to help its customers produce better products for their customers. The Scott family assumed ownership of the company five decades after its founding.
The company’s first products were lab services and yeast, and over the years the portfolio
has expanded to include cellar supplies, packaging and machinery.
Last year, Scott sold its products to nearly 4,900 customers in 50 states and 10 Canadian
provinces. It works collaboratively with individual customers, learning their needs and suggesting (or creating) individualized solutions.
The Scott companies now have more than 80 employees directly servicing all North American winemaking regions. Team members – including enologists, microbiologists, chemists,
engineers and hands-on production specialists – provide a rich resource for the company and
its customers. They know Scott’s products through experience with wineries of all sizes and
products ranging from fruit wines to ice wines. Staff members also receive factory training in
Italy and experience product trials in Chile.
The average tenure of employees at Scott Labs is 11 years, which, combined with Scott’s
multi-decade supplier relationships, enables the company to offer an important “value
added” service.
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